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Who were Charles and Mary Jane Mead Bliley?
Charles was an immigrant who came with his parents, Andreas and
Catherine Eich Bleile, and four siblings to America in the Fall of 1834
from the village of Krozingen in Germany. They came by a sailing ship, the
Charlemagne, along with Charles’ parents and Uncle Sebastian’s family, to
New York City. From there, the family traveled by boat up the Hudson
River to Albany, then by canal boat to Buffalo, and on by steamer to Erie,
Pennsylvania. Charles’ father had suffered a stroke a few months before the
family’s departure from Germany. He died a short time after the family
arrived at their new, and very rustic log cabin homestead in Harborcreek
Township a few miles east of Erie. With the help of friends and family
members, they survived the Winter and began developing the farm the next
Spring.
Charles A. Bliley
Charles was 12 at the time of the family’s arrival in America. He is
Circa, 1883
known to have served in the merchant marines on the Great Lakes and
acquired sufficient skill to pilot a steamship. Perhaps, because he was the oldest and the merchant marines provided a good wage to young people, he spent many years in this service and appears to have
done well by it.
According to the memoirs of his wife, Mary Jane Mead Bliley, “All of Charles’ money from the time
he was fourteen years of age until he was twenty-one was given to his mother. After that he saved enough
to build his first house at the time of our marriage (1847) when he also owned oxen, a horse and buggy
and some farm implements.”

Mary Jane was born in Brokenstraw, Pennsylvania, a small village a few
miles west of Warren. Her father died when she was young and her mother
remarried and moved north to Erie County where she would meet and
marry Charles in 1847.
She was a small and slightly built lady, but capable of giving birth to 15
children between 1848 and 1871. All of her children, except Frank and
Ross, were born on their first farm on Kuhl Road a few miles south of the
Colt Station Road farm. Unfortunately, five of the children died within two
years of birth, and another, Ellen Lousina, died at the age of 26.
Mary Jane Mead Bliley
Circa, 1883

Mary Jane was a typical farmer’s wife with responsibilities beyond the
children, cooking, cleaning, and making clothes. She was responsible for
the production of eggs, butter, poultry and vegetables. This economic
activity continued well into their retirement years.
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The Bliley’s First House in America
When Charles arrived in Harborcreek in November 1834, the family proceeded to their new home
on a farm on Kuhl Road and began using their American name of Bliley in place of the German Bleile.
The trip was difficult but believed to be worthwhile. Below, Charles describes the trip from Erie to the
farm in his own words written in 1896 to his 20-year-old granddaughter, Gertrude May Bonnell.
“Father ingaged an Ox teem, and in the month of November 1834 started with his Family
for our new home, the wether was cold, the mud and snow was deep, the roads were full of
stumps and trees, that it took us nearly two days to com to our place of destination, when we
finely arived there, and Mother took in the situation surounding her, with a sickly husben, five
small Children, among strangers, could not speak a word of English, and I presume nearle out of
money, she gave vent to her feelings and cried as so her heart would break,
we got along as best we could, Father not being able to do any manual labor, the neigbors
what few we had, were very kind to us, and helpt us to get wood, and don us many a kind act.
After seteling here in November, the following Febuary he had another shock of Polsy on the
right side and two after Died, I think in his forty ninth year of age.”
Considering his mother, Catherine, left a good farm and home in Germany, there is little reason to
wonder why she cried when she arrived at her “new” home. She must have thought the world had gone
mad and there was little that she could do but embrace the new reality. She buried her husband six weeks
later and managed to successfully raise her five children, manage a small farm, and live to the age of 96!

Rössele Inn, Bad Krozingen,
The Home They Left Behind
The Bleiles in Germany operated this inn from 1725
to 1990. They also operated a butcher shop and a dry
goods store on the same street. It is believed that
Andreas and Catherine Bleile, owned this inn and
worked nearby farmland. Much older photos show
the inn without a third floor, but essentially the same
structure as in the photo.

Typical German Immigrant’s
Farm House
The log home that Andreas and Catherine Bleile
purchased in 1834 may have looked like this one
located in the Genesee Country Village & Museum,
in Mumford, NY in 1999.
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The First Bliley Farm, Kuhl Road—1847–1865
Mary Jane wrote in her memoirs about her wedding day, June 8th, 1847, “We (Charles and I) stayed
here [Ed: her father, Edson’s, home] until the next afternoon when we went to Charles’ home on the
Kuhl Road where his mother gave an infare [housewarming] to about twenty young people. We went to
house-keeping immediately in the log house, while men came at once to build the new home which was
ready for us to move into by autumn.”

Their First Real House & Farm
West side of Kuhl Road, Harborcreek Township, PA
Built in 1847 and occupied until 1865
This is the home in which 13 of their 15 children were
born. Five died within two years of birth.
Photo Circa 1934.

A Young Family
Mary Jane and Charles with
7 of their 11 surviving children
born on the Kuhl Road farm.
Photo Circa 1862.

Page 3

Ships in the Lives of the Blileys
On many occasions, ships were an important part to this farming family. It was a sailing
ship, the Charlemagne, that brought the Bleile
families to America in 1834. It was a steamship
fire on the S.S. Erie, that nearly cost Charles’
10-year-old brother, Andrew Blila, his life as he
served as a “call boy” working for the ship’s
pilot.
It was another ship, the S.B. Globe, that
Charles took on his trip west to look for a new
farm in Michigan and Illinois. On the way
home, six weeks later, Charles wrote in a diary,
“I shipped on board the Propeller Sun, as
second mate” out of Chicago.

The Charlemagne

To trade passage for such work meant that
Built: 1828, Christian Bergh & Company,
Charles had spent a considerable amount of time
New York City, New York, U.S.A.
on the Great Lakes and could easily convince the
Dimensions: 442 tons; 124' x 28' x 14' feet
captain of his level of experience. Little is known
Services: Freight Packets & Emigrant Passengers
of his maritime activities, but it is presumed he
and Andrew both worked for the Reed Shipping Company, the largest Great Lakes fleet at this time,
which was headquartered in Erie.

S.B. Globe
Screw propeller barge
Built: 1848, Trenton, Mich., by J. Robinson
Owner: Charles M. Reed Shipping
Dimensions: 251’ x 34’ x 15’
Services: Freight Packets &Passengers

From Mary Jane Mead Bliley’s memoirs, “One day in the summer of 1864, I went out in the wheat
field on the farm on the Kuhl road to see Charles when he told me that after he had gotten through
shocking his wheat and had gotten his fall’s work done he would go west to buy a farm. I felt badly but
said nothing. Accordingly in September he went west and was gone a month or six weeks looking at
farms in Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. He selected a farm in Michigan. He also visited the Baemers in
Iowa. When he came home he advertised his farm for sale and sold it in February, 1865 to J.A. Sawtell
on a Monday. The next day, Tuesday, Charles heard the May farm on the Colt Station road (22) was for
sale and so suddenly he changed his mind about going west and the following day bought the May farm
for $7731.00.”
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The Colt Station Road Farm—“The Bliley Farm”
1865–1892

A farm is many things. It is a family business, a family’s home, a social center and a place where lives
of many intertwine. It has an impact on its owner’s family and many other people in the community in
which it is located.
The farm of Charles A. and Mary Jane Mead Bliley on Colt Station Road was part of a Germancentric community in Northwestern Pennsylvania, in the young township of Harborcreek, in Erie
County, Pennsylvania. It was one of hundreds of farms in a township populated mostly by immigrants.
Why is this farm important? First, it is a family business whose products were of benefit directly to
the community in which it resided and to many beyond the boundaries of Harborcreek Township.
Second, this farm was an outstanding role model for many others in the community. Third, it is the
place where the children of the Blileys became adults and from which many ventured out to successfully
contribute to the world through their professions and as parents themselves.
The brick house was built by the Blileys in 1875 and has an aggregate size of 3156 square feet. The
two-story brick portion is approximately 30 x 50 feet. The rear wooden portion, which probably
existed at the time the property was purchased, is 20 x 40 feet.
In 2005, the house and three of the four original barns are still standing
and in good repair. The house serves as a single-family home and is
occupied by a young man who grew up down the street.

Engraving above from Page 67,
1876 Atlas of Erie County, Pennsylvania,
Published by Everts, Ensign & Everts,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Brass stencil from the farm;
used to mark boxes of produce
for sale and personal items.
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Farm Location
Wesleyville village, 1-1/2 miles northwest; Downtown Erie, 8 miles to the northwest;
Lake Erie, 4 miles north; Current and future relatives lived across the street and in the neighborhood.

Detail from Page 66
1876 Atlas of Erie County, Penn.
Published by Everts, Ensign & Everts,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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The Business Side of the Farm
A family farm is for most owners both a home and a business. In the 19th Century the family farm
was becoming mechanized but still a lot of work was done by hand. Children quickly became helping
hands that could reduce production costs. What could be produced by a 100-acre farm? There are a lot
of variables. Some of them are the quality of the soil, the weather conditions, the skill of the owner to
manage the people working for him, knowledge of livestock management, finances, salesmanship, and
when to plant and when to reap.
In the absence of a father to learn from, Charles must have had many teachers over the years. Considering he spent so much time in his youth away from home, it is amazing that he did so well once he
decided to “settle down” on the farm. The May farm was bought in 1865 for $7731.00.
Below is a report provided by Charles and Mary Jane to the U.S. Government. It is a fair indication
of a typical year’s production. The farm produced $2,057 in revenues—the second-highest yearly income
for the farm during the 27 years they owned and operated it.
1870 AGRICULTURE CENSUS, ERIE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
100 acres improved land
8 acres woodland
$10,000 value of farm
$375 value of machinery and implements
$240 wages paid
3 horses
6 milch cows
4 other cattle
22 sheep
4 swine
$754 value of livestock
$50 orchard products
$50 produce of market garden

250 bu. of white wheat
12 bu. rye
700 bu. Indian corn
400 bu. oats
195 bu. barley
20 bu. buckwheat
65 lbs. wool
200 bu. Irish potatoes
700 lbs. butter
20 ton hay
5 bu. clover
$320 animals slaughtered or sold for slaughter
Total: $2,057, estimated value of all farm production

Showing the Kids the Ropes
Wilfred Bliley shows his niece and nephew
around the farm in 1914.
Photo by Sam Wagner
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Charles Bliley’s Farm Income
Farm on Kuhl Road, 1859 to 1864 Inclusive
Farm on Station Road, 1865 to 1891 Inclusive
Year
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

Income
559.79
415.00
465.40
678.31
825.98
885.25
1288.24
1576.52
1248.57
1953.23
1633.59
2057.41
1749.86
2063.56
1759.48
1929.33
1678.46

Year
Income
1876
1139.26
1877
682.18
1878
856.81
1879
631.90
1880
904.33
1881
980.25
1882
1024.44
1883
1109.21
1884
1105.13
1885
1109.12
1886
553.88
1887
1162.82
1888
662.90
1889
1335.67
1890
1005.09
1891
1166.28
1892
Retired
Total: $38,197.25

Total for the thirty-three years, being an average of $1157.49 per year.
The older records are not found.
It is to be remembered that Chas Bliley presumably produced on the farm all meat, vegetables, fruit,
milk, butter, grain for flour and garden products needed for the table and also in the earlier years wool
for some clothing. These he did not have to buy. The above mentioned income does not include interest
on money loaned by him.

NOTE: The content of this list was probably prepared by Charles and Mary Jane Bliley’s son, Frank
Anderson Bliley, an attorney, as the original manuscript was on 8.5 x 14 inch paper, folded and labeled
as if it were a legal document. The handwriting on the label appears to be Frank’s. There is no date on
the document but it clearly was prepared using a manual typewriter. Small changes have been made to
the layout for this presentation.
Also, the drop in income in 1877 may be from payments on a mortgage for the building of the new
brick house on the property. A house on a farm is considered a business asset and can be deducted from
the income of the farm. The reduction in “income” may reflect payments on interest and principal.
The second-highest farm income of $2,000 in 1870, is approximately worth $32,000 in 2005.
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The Station Road Farm in the Later Years

The Bliley Farm,
Looking west across
Colt Station Road.
Circa 1907

The Bliley Farm,
Looking east from the house.
Circa 1901

Northwesterly along Colt Station Road
towards the Bliley Farm.
Circa 1906

Photos by Sam Wagner
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The Business of a Farmer’s Wife
Mary Jane Mead Bliley was the wife of a farmer
who was responsible for a portion of the production
of the family farm. This is evidenced by the use of a
small, plain covered ledger-type notebook (11-1/4"
x 5-1/4"). The notebook initially appears to be a
scrapbook of newspaper clippings and miscellaneous
notes about social and household activities. After
closer inspection, it becomes apparent the notebook
was a record of the sale of eggs, butter, poultry, and
vegetables. It is assumed the records began in 1888,
as that is the date printed on the cover. The earliest
dated entry is 1890 and the latest is 1911, just two
years before she died.

She appears to have been a frugal woman. She covered
many of the early records at the beginning of the book with
newspaper clippings and photos. The clippings include
obituaries of family and friends, recipes, and other articles
of interest.
In 1892, she and Charles retired as the proprietors of
a working farm, and moved two miles north into the
burgeoning village of Wesleyville, Pennsylvania. They
bought a house and developed a large garden with a
collection of fruit trees. Today, we would classify it
as a very large garden, but to retired farmers, it was
only a modest project which allowed them to
continue growing some of their own food and
sell the surplus. It appears their efforts yielded
more than pocket change for many years.
She and Charles shared the gardening
chores in their retirement years.
Sample of page from the 120-page notebook.

Page 10

Measuring Time
A cherished item in the house was the kitchen shelf
clock. The clock in the Bliley’s kitchen was an 8-day “beehive” type wind-up with a steel and brass pendulum finished with a rosewood veneer. It is believed to have been
purchased in 1858.
The clock featured an “alarm” function that is set by
rotating the brass dial in the center to as many hours ahead
of the current time that you wanted to ring a bell. It has a
separate spring for the alarm and a mechanical switch to
turn it on or off.
On the back of a 1939 photo of the clock, Frank Anderson Bliley, their son, wrote: “Charles Bliley’s kitchen clock
on the farm prior to 1892. This clock was made by E.C.
Brewster & Son, Bristol, Conn. In January, 1939, I wrote to
The E. Ingraham Company, Bristol, Conn., who were
manufacturers of clocks and who have made a research of the
clock in the early part of the last century. They inform me
that this clock ‘must have been made in 1855.’
Frank A. Bliley, April 6, 1939”
In 2005, the clock is in working order and in the possession of great
grandson, Charles A. Bliley, of Pittsford, NY.

Daily Chores for Mary Jane
Even in her retirement, she raised chickens for
the sale of eggs. Here she is in the backyard of
the retirement house.
Circa 1908
Photo by Sam Wagner
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Family Living with Charles and Mary Jane
There were several people, besides their children, who lived
with Charles and Mary Jane. The most important of whom was
Charles’ mother, Catherine Eich Bleile, who stayed with them
until her death at the age of 96. She brought with her a distant
family member, a young boy.
From Mary Jane’s memoirs, “Charles’ mother took Charlie
Wilson when he was two years old. He was eight years old at the
time of my marriage. He was a very good boy and kind to me.
We raised him. When he was twenty years old he went to
Renick, Missouri, and spent six months with his mother, Ellen
Deer. Then he went to Iowa to the Dave Baemers and worked
about three years when he enlisted in the Civil War. He was in
the war something less than one year when he was stricken with
fever and died. He was buried in New Orleans. We were grieved
to learn of his death.”

Catherine Eich Bleile
Wife of Andreas Bleile,
mother of Charles A. Bliley
B: 1794 (Germany) D: 1891 (Erie, PA)
(Undated Photo)

Inez, Mary Agnes & Sam Wagner
The daughter and grandchildren who lived with Charles
and Mary Jane during their retirement years at the
3323 South Street house in Wesleyville.
Circa 1907, by Sam Wagner

Charles and Mary Jane’s daughter, Mary Agnes, married Charles Otis Wagner in 1879. He died of
tuberculosis at the age of 35 in 1891; it was just a year before Charles and Mary Jane retired. Mary
Agnes moved into her parents’ home at the farm and then the retirement home on South Street in the
nearby village of Wesleyville. Mary Agnes brought her two children, Samuel C. and Inez, with her. They
virtually grew up in the Bliley household.
Samuel C. took up photography at a very young age. Many of the photos in this booklet are his work.
Inez was an artist and worked with Sam to create dozens of photo albums in which they documented the
lives of their family, friends and co-workers. They frequently gave albums away as gifts to family members. Their work blesses us today and is a tremendous legacy for many generations to come.
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Children Lives in the Late 1800s - Early 1900s
School Bells Ring
Gospel Hill School
1/2 miles Southwest
of the Colt Station Road farm.
Circa 1908
Photo by Sam Wagner

Daily Chores
A young Sam C. Wagner
Removing manure
from the barn.

Doing the Wash
Young girls were educated at
home in domestic activities.
Photo by Sam Wagner
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The Family of Charles and Mary Jane

A Young Country Squire
Son, Frank Anderson Bliley, Age 5
Circa 1870
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Four Generations
L/R: Charles A Bliley, 62
Gertrude Bonnell, 9
Josephine Bonnell, 31
Catherine Eich (Bleile) Bliley, 90
July 10, 1885
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Young Adults’ World
Privileges of Being Older
Russell Hiles (L) & Sam C. Wagner (R)
Relaxing on Sunday, April 21, 1907
Sam Wagner Photo

Young Men Off to See the World
David Charles Bliley, Son of C.A. & M.J. Bliley
Believed to be sailor on USS Michigan (Wolverine)
Port of Erie, Circa 1865
Postage-stamp sized tintype

New Technology &
New Opportunities
Sam C. Wagner as a Chauffeur
April 1906
Sam Wagner Photo

Facing Death at Home
Family members laid out at home.
Charles A. Bliley
Died: November 15, 1906
Sam Wagner Photo
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The Faith of the Bliley Family
The Bleile family in Krozingen, Germany were Roman Catholics who attended services at Saint Alban’s Church a block away
from home. When they arrived in Erie, County, Pennsylvania, in
1834 there was no Catholic church for them to attend.
During the influx of German and Irish Catholic immigrants
in the early 19th Century, Erie was part of the Diocese of Philadelphia, which covered all of Pennsylvania and part of New
Jersey. Western Pennsylvania was a wilderness and overland travel
was on foot or horseback on paths through the forest.
It is said that the first Catholic Mass in Erie was celebrated on
Easter Sunday, 1827 by a visiting priest in the ballroom of the
Washington Hotel on the corner of Second and French Streets.
For the next several years a missionary priest or the Bishop would
visit the area once or twice a year.

St. Alban R.C. Church
Bad Krozingen, Germany
Reconstructed in the late 1900s
Photo by John H. Bliley

In 1837 the first resident priest was assigned to the Erie area.
He built a combination rectory and chapel on the corner of Fourth and German streets. The parish
priest served not only the Catholic community of Erie, but three additional counties: Crawford, Venango and Warren.
The German-speaking Catholic community built their own church, Saint Mary’s, in 1839 on Ninth
between Parade and German streets. The Bishop blessed the church and this became the first Roman
Catholic Church in Erie. The Catholic Diocese
of Pittsburgh was created in 1843 and covered
all of western Pennsylvania; in 1853, the northern 13 counties became the Diocese of Erie. The
second Catholic church, Saint Patrick’s, was
built by the Irish Catholics and blessed in 1849.
When Charles and Mary Jane took their
solemn vows of matrimony on June, 8, 1847,
the only church available was St. Mary’s in Erie.
(Read Mary Jane’s memoirs for wedding details.)
St. Boniface church at the intersection of Kuhl
and Wattsburg roads, and near the Bliley homestead, was not established until 1857. All of the
German Catholics in the greater Erie area
attended St. Mary’s church until their own local
parishes were established.

St. Mary’s R.C. Church

History contributed by Carl Wolf

West 9th Street, Erie, Pennsylvania
Circa 1876
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Family Record of Charles A. and Mary Jane Bliley
Name

Born

Charles A. Bliley
07-23-1822
Mary Jane Mead Bliley 07-25-1827

Died

Y

M

D

11-15-1906
05-24-1913

84
85

3
9

22
29

08-25-1905
03-09-1923
10-11-1850
03-08-1853
05-06-1928
05-23-1918
09-27-1855
09-03-1856
05-06-1931
04-25-1928
06-11-1909
10-08-1861
12-05-1889
02-14-1946
10-12-1941

56
73
—
1
75
64
—
—
73
68
48
—
26
80
70

11
6
2
5
5
4
1
—
5
10
9
—
9
11
2

11
20
4
16
17
11
11
11
10
27
4
14
14
1
20

Children
1. Alexander
2. David Charles
3. Andrew
4. Catherine E.
5. Barbara
6. Josephine
7. Anna Isabell
8. Albert
9. Mary Agnes
10. Wilfred Henry
11. Rosana Jane
12. George
13. Ellen Lousina
14. Frank Anderson
15. Ross A.

09-14-1848
08-17-1849
07-27-1850
09-20-1851
11-19-1852
01-12-1854
08-16-1855
08-23-1856
11-26-1857
05-29-1859
09-07-1860
09-24-1861
02-21-1863
03-13-1865
07-22-1871

MARRIAGES
Family Member

Spouse

Married

Charles A. Bliley

Mary Jane Mead

06-08-1847

Elliott M. Bonnell
Mary Elizabeth Steinmetz (1st)
Elizabeth Dannemiller (2nd)
Charles Otis Wagner
John S. Lambing
Hulda J. Johnson
Silas R. Curtis
Ellen Frances Butler
Lula Edna Dawson
Jessie M. Chambers

12-09-1873
01-02-1877
09-03-1884
12-31-1879
02-26-1880
03-15-1887
11-27-1890
06-04-1894
06-21-1905
04-27-1892

Children
Josephine
David
Mary Agnes
Barbara
Alexander
Rosana Jane
Ross A.
Frank Anderson
Wilfred Henry

Based on document believed compiled by Frank Anderson Bliley, Circa 1930s.
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Retirement Years and Home
3323 South Street, Wesleyville, Pennsylvania
In 1892, Charles and Mary Jane retired from the farm, but kept possession of it. They moved to a
house in the village of Wesleyville, a couple of miles down the road to the north of the Station Road
farm. In Mary Jane’s memoirs, she writes, “In 1892 we gave up farm life and retired to Wesleyville, Pa.,
where Charles bought a house and lot for $1300.00. After one year [Ed: month?] on April 7, 1892, this
house burned to the ground (there was no insurance). He immediately rebuilt on the old foundation a
new house which cost $1500.00. Here we lived in peace and contentment.”

Retirement House in 1907
Sam Wagner Photo

Family Comes to Visit
Rear L/R:
Wilfred, Ross & David Bliley;
Barbara Bliley Lambing;
Mary Agnes Bliley Wagner & Inez
Wagner
Front L/R:
Charles, Mary Jane Bliley
& grandson Wilbur Lambing.
Sam Wagner Photo, 1901
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Retirement Years and Home
3323 South Street, Wesleyville, Pennsylvania (Cont.)

Mary Jane & Her Siblings
L/R: Mary Jane Mead Bliley, Jehu Mead,
Isabel Edson Bonnell.
Retirement Home, July 25, 1908,
All lived within Harborcreek Township.
Sam Wagner Photo

Headed Out in the Family Carriage
Sam and Inez Wagner on South Street in
front of the retirement house. Inez,
a thoroughly-modern young woman,
does not hesitate to take the reins.
October 21, 1906
Sam Wagner Photo
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Retirement Years and Home
3323 South Street, Wesleyville, Pennsylvania (Cont.)

Mary Jane & Charles Relaxing
Retirement Home, July 25, 1899.
Sam Wagner Photo

A Centennial Birthday
Tribute to Mother
To the left is a short and simple statement of love as a son, Ross A. Bliley,
reflects on his mother’s life on her birthday.
This is an unused photo post card which
must have been created 14 years after Mary
Jane’s death.

“My Awful Uncle”–Inez Wagner
Caption by Inez in photo album; Summer 1899
Standing: Inez in arms of Uncle Ross Bliley
Seated: Mrs. Wilfred Bliley & Mrs. Ross Bliley
Sam Wagner Photo
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Family Photo Albums by Sam and Inez Wagner
The photo album to the right was a gift
to Wilfred H. Bliley from his nephew, Sam
Wagner, and his niece, Inez Wagner. It is
approximately 5" x 7", and contains over
two-dozen photographs of the Bliley and
Chambers families.
It appears that Sam and Inez made photo
album gifts for family members and friends.
They also produced more than a dozen
much larger albums for themselves. No
doubt, these were a favorite center of conversation for family and friends visiting the
home of Charles and Mary Jane.

Bliley Family Plot
Trinity Cemetery, Erie, Pennsylvania
Lot: K-25
The front row, L/R:
1. Rosana Bliley Curtis
2. Mary Jane Mead Bliley
3. Charles A. Bliley
4. Ellen “Nellie” Bliley—Lower
Ellen Butler Bliley —Upper (Ross’ wife)
5. Ross Bliley (No Marker)
Andrew Blila (Son) and his family are in the next
row behind the Bliley family plot marker.
Photo by Carl Wolf, 2005

Major Events in Charles Bliley’s Life
DATE

EVENT

AGE

1822, July 23 ...... Born, Krozingen, Baden, Germany ........................................................ 0
1847, June 08 ...... Married, Mary Jane Mead .................................................................... 25
1847 .................... Bought family farm & built new house ................................................ 25
1864, Sept. .......... Traveled west to look for a new farm. Gone six weeks.
Almost bought a farm and changed his mind after returning................ 42
1891, Jan. 1 ......... Mother, Catherine Eich (Bleile) Bliley dies ........................................... 69
1892 .................... Retired from farming on Station Road farm ......................................... 70
1892, April 7 ....... House destroyed by fire. Rebuilt immediately. ..................................... 70
1906, Nov. 15 ...... Died, Harborcreek Twp., Erie Co., PA ................................................. 84

Page 22

Wilfred Bliley—The last Bliley to own the farm
It is believed the farm was rented to their son, Wilfred H. Bliley, after Charles and Mary Jane retired.
There are entries in Mary Jane’s notebook of money being paid to Charles and her on a loan to Wilfred,
as well as entries regarding his slaughtering of livestock that may have been used to pay rent.
Two years after Charles’ death, Wilfred bought the western portion of the farm (the brick house & 41
acres) from the estate of his father for $3075, as stipulated in Charles’ will. The balance of the farm, the
eastern portion, was subdivided into five parcels and sold with the proceeds distributed to Charles and
Mary Jane’s descendents and family.
Wilfred apparently supplemented the income from the much smaller farm by harvesting grapes for
the Welch’s Grape Juice Company, as the photos attest. In 1914 the U.S. Navy prohibited alcoholic
beverages on-board ships and purchased Welch’s grape juice as a substitute. 1914 was a good year for
Welch’s, and probably, a good year for Wilfred.

Harvesting Grapes
for Welch
Fall 1914
Sam Wagner Photos
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Important Places in Erie County to the Blileys
The map below shows the places around Erie, Pennsylvania, that were important to Charles and
Mary Jane. The distances they traveled were relatively short by today’s standards, but in the horse-andbuggy days, it would easily have taken over an hour to ride downtown to Saint Mary’s R.C. Church
where they were married and worshiped. It probably took over two hours to travel from the Station Road
farm to Trinity R.C. Cemetery to visit the family plot (K-25). After the introduction of public trolley
transit in the latter part of the 19th Century, travel times were significantly reduced.

St. Mary’s R.C. Church
West Ninth Street,
Between German & Parade Streets
(Circa 1860s)

Bliley Family Plot
Trinity R.C. Cemetery
West 8th Street & Peninsula Drive
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Retirement Home
3323 South Street
Wesleyville

1865–1892 Farm
3767 Station Road
Harborcreek
Brick House Built 1875

1847–1865 Farm
Kuhl Road, Harborcreek
(Demolished)

Greene Township–Home to Other Blileys & Friends

Adjacent to Harbor Creek Township (South)
Detail from Page 70
1876 Atlas of Erie County, Penn.
Published by Everts, Ensign & Everts, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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I welcome any comments on this booklet. Please write, call or e-mail me at the address below.

Charles A. Bliley
158 Stone Road
Pittsford, NY 14534
Tele: 585 385-6838
E-Mail: K3NAU@AOL.com

